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Membership Regulations & Oath (Society of St. Michael the Archangel)
Tnroneraxs Kyctd ka ETyBacakb Apxanrenb Muxawnb, [IIuTka

Preface to the
2" Digitally Typeset Edition

Glory to Jesus Christ, our True God, for all things! Through the prayers
of His Most Pure Mother, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, and through the
prayers of St. Michael the Archangel — Captain of the Angelic Armies, Sts. Cyril
and Methodios — Equals to the Apostles and Enlighteners of the Slavic Peoples,
St. Innocent (Veniaminov) — Equal to the Apostles and Enlightener of North
America, and all New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia who suffered under the
Bolshevik yoke, this publication has been realized. The textual base for this
edition of “Membership Regulations & Oath of the Orthodox Society of
St. Michael the Archangel in Sitka” in the Tlingit, Russian, and English
languages is from the following sources:

1) The original manuscript, dated January 1, 1896, contained the
Membership Regulations in a parallel, bilingual Tlingit-Russian format on facing
pages with the Membership Oath appended in Tlingit only. This manuscript can
be found in the “Alaskan Russian Church” archives — microfilm reel #39.

2) A secondary manuscript, dated January 22, 1896, contained the
Membership Regulations in a parallel, bilingual Tlingit-Russian format on facing
pages without the Membership Oath. This manuscript can be found in the
“Alaskan Russian Church” archives — microfilm reel #213.

3) The Membership Regulations were subsequently published by
Fr. Anatoly Kamensky in a revised, re-arranged and expanded Russian version
with English translation in the following issue of the “IIpaBocnaBHbIH
Awmepukanckiit Bsctauks” (Russian Orthodox American Messenger) journal of the
Russian Orthodox Mission to America, printed in New York:

e 1897 (Vol. 1), Issue No. 19, pg. 395-398 (published: June 1/13, 1897)

Due to damaged sections in the original manuscript (item 1), the
secondary manuscript (item 2) was used as the primary basis for the Tlingit
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transcription of the Membership Regulations in this present publication. The
Tlingit-language Membership Oath, however, could only be sourced from the
original manuscript (item 1).

This present publication includes the Tlingit-language text from the
manuscripts in large-type font with the Russian and English published versions in
smaller-type font beneath the Tlingit. (The Russian translations are prefixed with
‘Pyc’, and the English translations are prefixed with ‘Eng:’). The numbering of
the Membership Regulations in this present publication follows that of the
manuscripts compiled in 1896, which differed from the following re-arrangements

published in 1897:

Manuscripts (1896) Russian Orthodox
American Messenger (1897)
Regulation No. Regulation No.
1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 6
6 8
7 10
8 5
9 9
10 7
11 11
12 12
13 13

The transcriber has done his best to transcribe the text accurately,
reflecting the intricacies of the accented Cyrillic orthography used for the Tlingit
language in the 19™ century and into the 20™ century.

No modifications were made between the 1% and 2" digitally typeset
editions of this publication.
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TmroneTaxs Kyctd Ka ETyBacaksb
Apxanrens Muxaunes.
ITTutka, Ajacka.

YcTaBb
OO0mrecTBa B3aMOIOMOIIN BO UMA
Apxuctpatura Muxawnna.
Cutka, Amnsgcka.

1 saBaps, 1896 rona.
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1.) A tmonsTaxs KycTd naarsl llInTKka-KBaHb KyHaxmb.

Pyc: Unenomp OOmecTBa MOXKETH OBITh TOJIBKO CUTXMUHCKINA JKHTEIb.
Eng: Only persons residing in Sitka can be members.

2.) ‘Aacpll0 am-TaBaChIKy S KyCTd I[@aaThl CYyKb

WHKO TJIaThl ThIHE KOHKAHBLIK.

Pyc: 2Kenaromiif BCTynUTb Bb OOINECTBO JAOJIXKEHB 3a1BUTH 00b
TOMB CBSIICHHUKY.

Eng: Any person wishing to become a member must declare his or
her intention to the priest.

3.) Aaca mykaHaxb KOXCOT? S TIIIOJIbTaXb KyCT?

HaaThbl KHecThIrUTh KauuHb KOXKaJIbI1AX'b.

Pyc: Bcerynaromiiii moJkKeHb JaTh OOBIIaHICE Bb LEPKBU, UYTO OHbB
OyneTsh coOMoaTh MpaBwiia OOILIECTBEHHAro yCTaBa:

Eng: The candidate must pledge him or herself in the church to
observe the following rules:

a) IIyKaHaXb 4aTJIEKb S—HABY, UMK KOTaHAaKb;
Pyc: He MHTh HMKOIJa BHHA W JPYI'MXb CIHMPTHHIXH HAINMTKOBD;
Eng: never to drink wine or any other spirituous drinks;'

" Transcriber’s Note: The proper, moderate use of wine is an integral part of the life
and worship of the Church, which is blessed by God, in both the Old and New
Testaments (ref: Genesis 14:18, Numbers 15:7, 18:12, Deuteronomy 7:13, 33:28, Psalms
4:8, 103:15, Sirach 31:27-28[31-33], Isaiah 25:6, St. John 2:1-11, 1 Timothy 5:23, and
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0) Ka Kaub afiibKa;
Pyc: He urpaTb Bb KapTbhl U JPYyTis a3apTHBIS UIPBI;
Eng: not to play cards or other hazard games;

B) KauaKy KyCT? aTTJeKb;

Pyc: He HUCHONHATH CTApPUHHBIXD S3BIUECKUXB OOPSAIOBB;
Eng: not to perform any ancient heathen rites;

I') YalITaKaTb—€—aTTJIEKD;

Pyc: BoOOIIE HE y4acTBOBaTh Bb YBECCICHIIXb M SA3BIYECKHUXb
UTPUILIAXb;
Eng: not to share in any heathen amusements or games;

1) KaBylllb TaKaHb;
Pyc: u30brare ccopsb;
Eng: to avoid quarrels;

€) KaKyJIbTyeXb IIKaXaJlbHBIKb;

Pyc: He xneBeraTb Ha JPYTUXb;
Eng: not to slander anybody;

especially at the institution of the Eucharist at: St. Matthew 26:26-28, St. Mark 14:22-24,
St. Luke 22:17-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. (Chapter and verse numbers are numbered
according to the English-language Orthodox Study Bible. Verses in square-brackets [ |
are given according to the Church Slavonic version of the Holy Bible). However, the
Holy Scriptures clearly speak against drunkeness and the immoderate use of alcohol,
which is the intent of this regulation (ref: Proverbs 23:20-21, Isaiah 5:11-12, St. Luke
21:34, 1 Corinthians 6:10, Ephesians 5:18, 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8). In some arecas of
Russia, Serbia, and other predominantly Orthodox Christian countries, there were certain
“temperance” movements during the late 19" and early 20" centuries, which may have
influenced this kind of provision in a lay or clergy brotherhood.
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K) Ka—BYIITHh IIMKAaHb Ka UYIIbS BYCKHUTB;
Pyc: He nepXaTbcs 3aKOHAa KPOBaBOH MeCTH;
Eng: not to observe the law of blood vengeance;

3) EXb Ka UXTb;
Pyc: He BBpUTH BB JyXOBb—1€KOBb M IIAMaHa;
Eng: not to believe in spirits or the Shamans;

M) Ka 4aKy KyCTd BYTOHAaKb,
— a s TUTaTh YUK KOTAHAKb.

Pyc: He coBeplaTh A3bIYECKUXDB MOMHHOKB.

Bce aT0 ocTaBUTH Ha Beerja.

Eng: not to hold heathen commemorative feasts for the dead.
All these rules to stand for ever.

4.) Kararp KOX’COT? TJIICKH TBICH KBAaTa KOXCOKEH,
Ka—aca allTOBaChIKy aBYCKEH 4YaTJICKh TayKhb.

Pyc: Kaxnplii uileHb JOJKEHB JBIATh €XEMBCIYHO B3HOCH IIO
yeTBepTH AoJulapa (25 IHeHT.); Kenarollie MOTYTh BHOCUTH 3a IIBJIBIN
roib BOEPEIb.

Eng: Every member shall pay 25 cents dues every month; members,
if they wish, may pay a year’s dues in advance.

5.) Kaaca KyKOHa KaHAIIKMTA>—Ka YMHKATh TAaHa
TyuuTd (KauuMTd) KaxXTYCKE€H; Kaaca KCKXOHBIKb
yaTieKb, TINUXb Ka HBIKb TaHAa KaxTyCKEH TIEKb
COHJIbI; KAHBIMIKWAT? Ka KaHBIIIKMTAa Kararbl axb—
Tallbl.
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Pyc: VI3bp 5TUXB B3HOCOBB OOLIECTBO OKa3blBACTh IMOMOLIb HE TOJIBKO
CBOMMbB COUJIeHaMb, HO W JAPYTUMBb OBIAHBIMB, OCOOCHHO IBTIMB—
cupotamb. Ha morpebenie ObaHaro ujeHa OOIIECTBO BHIJAETh OTH 3
no 10 pgomn., xBoparomemy 1-3 mgomin. Bb Henbio; a Bb JPYyrUXb
ClAyyvasXb II0 YCMOTPBHIIO UJeHOBBH OOIIECTBa.

Eng: The membership dues form a fund, out of which aid is given
not alone to members, but to poor persons generally especially
orphan children. The Society gives from $5. to $10. to bury a poor
member, and from $1. to $3. a week in sickness; in other cases it
uses its discretion.

6.) KaBymrp KaxTy TauWKpb Tasgxb KaByIIb (YHUKYK?D)

YUKAXTYK?.

Pyc: IlomuHOK® mno yMepumioMb couleHb, KpoMb OOBIKHOBEHHAro
CTOJa, He aBJaeTcCs; MOXOPOHBI COBEPIIAIOTCS CaMHMHU OpaTUYMKaMHU.
Eng: There is to be no funeral feast, except the usual simple meal;
the funeral is performed by the members themselves.

7.) Kaaca TykKeThl KOKAaCKbITh—TaXb TaXWHb aKaXTyUH

HULK€a—TauHb—KOKOCKUTH aTaxXb UYUKOTOHAKD.

Pyc: KTo u3b 4ieHOBH O0IIECTBa HApPYyIIAeTh IpaBWiIa YCTaBa, TOIO
o0IlIECTBO CYIUTH M TMOCTH ABYXb—TPEXh IPOCTYNKOBB, HCKIIOYACTH
U3b CBOEU CpPEIBbI.

Eng: Any member who violates the rules of the statute, is tried by
the society, and, after two or three transgressions, is expelled.

8.) Kaaca tnerymy TbhICh TJIE€Kh a KOXCOKEH TJIEKb
aTe—KYyKOTOIIIH.

Pyc: Ktro BB mpomomxeHin 6 MbcAuneBb He OyneTb IbaaTh Takaro
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B3HOCA, TOTH JIMIIAETCS IMpaBa Ha TOMOIIIb.
Eng: A member who has omitted paying his dues for a term of six
months, forfeits his right to assistance.

9.) LlpiHa OpIaTHI TaxHaXb KOK COTY Ka IIbIHA KaxTYYy.
Pyc: Bbp nepkBH BO BpeMs UTEHIS €BaHIelis WICHB O00IIeCTBa
COCTOSITH CO CBBIIAMHU, KOTOPbII UMb Pa3laloTCs JABYMs, BbIOpaHHBIMU
JUIsL 3TOM 1rbJIM, YJieHaMH OOIIEeCTBa.

Eng: In church, during the reading of the Gospel, the members stand
with candles in their hands, which candles are distributed by two
members elected for the purpose by the society.

10.) Ka Hayli ‘UTh—lLbIHA-ThIHb KOKOATh Ka IlI€Ha—
ThIHb KOKOTAHAKb KaTa—HaW KaxTyy.

Pyc: Ha mnorpeOeHinm uwieHa OOIIECTBa OCTaJbHBIE HEOIYCTHTEIBHO
JOJIKHBI TPUCYTCTBOBATh U CTOSTh Ch 3a’KKEHHBIMU CBBIIIAMMU.

Eng: All the members must be present at the funeral of one of their
number, holding lighted candles.

11.) Taxmaxp amaarbl KOXCOT? IIIyKad HWHKOTJIATHI

(aHKay, aHXMHEH) Ka TJIUHTHUTD.

Pyc: JIbnamu o0liecTBa 3aBBIyeTh CBALICHHUKD M JIBOC BBIODAaHHBIXb
00IlleCTBOMb Bb MOMOIIb €My HHJ1aHb.

Eng: The business of the society is transacted by the priest and by
two assistants, Indians, elected by the society.

12.) KatdHau KHECTBITMTH a €—KBOT).

Pyc: Jlempru oOmecTBa XpaHATCA Bb LEPKBH.
Eng: The society’s funds are kept in the church.
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13.) Ka—BymTh Baub KOXCOTH.

Pyc: Unensl obmiecTBa caMy HaONIONAIOTh 332 HCIONHEHIEMbB yCTaBa.
Eng: The members themselves look after the observance of the
statute.

IIpucsra

Nuut> yBycka Bax—kakb, Tekiankay um Wb, Ka
Tekiankay—I'nths Iucycry Xpucroch, a s I'htarp Bax—
Kakb KHecThl-11aThl, Bacca s THUTaTh SKIA Taxb
yaTiaKb, TIEKb aK—KBOTOHA, i HABY, Ka
TJIOMIEKECHITh Taca, TAaKO XYHBI—CBIIO TJEKb IIYK—
KaKyTh, a s Taxb D0OX—Cakay, TJIIKb a i THTaTh aKyC—
TBI?, a KaXb—CaHAXb.

Tako CBIKY KYCT3 TJEKb KY—KOIIM, Kallb aJUIbKa,
kKa Exb, Ka uXTh, Ka YajlTakaTbh, T JIOLWIKEHATH, a £
TATaTh aTb—XUTHHBI-ThIHb, KaHECTBITUTH UHTI Ka

aTBYCKYYy, KOX—COT?, a KHECTh Ka TeKiaHKay KYKb.

AMHHB.

g I'mratp Eox—caka, yaibpTakaThb
FRc=COKT Tars arars — KycTe
SByCKa
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